Students Entering Grade 4

SUMMER READING SUGGESTIONS 
2015
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Children entering Grade 4 view reading as an enjoyable pastime.  They should have the opportunity to read a variety of genres and choose books from “just right” to “challenging” reading levels.

Their favorite books may be chapter books in which they can relate to the story’s content and characters.  Adventure stories, historical fiction, mystery, science fiction, humor, friendship, and sports stories are favorites of this age group.  Nonfiction books help strengthen comprehension and research skills.  A comprehensive list of nonfiction books for fourth graders with appropriate vocabulary on a variety of topics can be found at:  
       Find tips on how to help your child read nonfiction  at  

       http://imaginationsoup.net/2011/06/help-your-child-read-and-comprehend-non-fiction/
Popular Book Series at Millington School:

American Girl series

Among the Hidden series
Big Nate series

Boxcar Children series

Chronicles of Narnia series by C.S. Lewis

Dear America series

Diary of a Wimpy Kid series

Dragon Slayer Academy Series

Encyclopedia Brown series
Franny K. Stein series

Fudge books by Judy Blume

Geronimo Stilton series

Great Brain series by John D. Fitzgerald

Hardy Boy or Nancy Drew series

Harry Potter series
Magic Treehouse series

Matt Christopher (sports) series

My Weird School series

Ramona books by Beverly Cleary
Secrets of Droon series

Series of Unfortunate Events

Spiderwick Chronicles

Wayside School series
“You Wouldn’t Want to Be” series
For more information about books for just girls and just boys, go to this site:http://www.ehow.com/info_8345890_books-fourthgrade-reading-level.html


The Newbery Medal was named for eighteenth-century British bookseller John Newbery. It is awarded annually by the Association for Library Service to Children, a division of the American Library Association, to the author of the most distinguished contribution to American literature for children.
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2015 Medal Winner 

         
Crossover by Kwame Alexander


With a bolt of lightning on my kicks . . .The court is SIZZLING. My sweat is DRIZZLING. Stop 
all that quivering. Cuz tonight I'm delivering," announces dread-locked, 12-year old Josh Bell. He 
and his twin brother Jordan are awesome on the court. But Josh has more than basketball in his 
blood, he's got mad beats, too, that tell his family's story in verse, in this fast and furious middle 
grade novel of family and brotherhood from Kwame Alexander. 




2015 Honor Books
[image: image2.jpg]




El Deafo by Cece Bell 

In this insightful and humorous graphic novel memoir, Cece Bell portrays growing up with 
a giant hearing aid strapped to her chest. Themes of navigating a new school, sleepovers, 
finding 
a true friend and a first crush make this book universal in appeal.   Author shows that our 
differences are gifts that “can be turned into something amazing.”
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Brown Girl Dreaming by Jacqueline Woodson


Author’s lyrical memoir chronicles the incidents and emotions she experienced as an African-
American girl growing up in the 1960s and 1970s. Precise language magnifies moments and 
connects them to the larger historical narrative. Her elegant and evocative stand-alone poems 
weave a story about her development from a struggling reader and dreamer into a 
confident young woman and writer.

Pictures and descriptions from:

http://www.ala.org/alsc/awardsgrants/bookmedia/newberymedal/newberymedal
Past Newbery Award Winner Books:  http://www.ala.org/alsc/awardsgrants/bookmedia/newberymedal/newberywinners/medalwinners
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The following book lists have been compiled from 2 sources:  
the American Library Association’s 2015 Notable Book List and Children’s Choice Book Awards at Children's Choice Awards 2015 .

Each year, the ALA recognizes “notable” books, books that are especially outstanding in their field, and encourage children’s interests.  These exemplary books can be picture books, works of fiction, information books, or poetry for children birth through age 14.  For a complete list of ALA’s Notable Books and go to:  http://www.ala.org/alsc/awardsgrants/notalists/ncb
Middle Readers – Grades 3-5, ages 8-10      

Absolutely Almost. By Lisa Graff. 

In this relatable tale, fifth grader Albie is not very good at a lot of things, but with a little help from a new babysitter, he finds out that being himself is the most important thing.  

 Arcady's Goal. By Eugene Yelchin. Illus. by the author. 

 Arcady longs to play for the Red Army Soccer Club. Many obstacles interfere with attaining his goal because his family is considered enemies of the state.

 Angel Island: Gateway to Gold Mountain. By Russell Freedman. Illus. Chinese poems Tr. by Evans Chan. 

 More than half a million people from 80 countries arrived at Angel Island California between 1910 and 1940.  Freedman tells their stories in this well documented and handsomely illustrated book that illuminates a little known piece of history.

The Dumbest Idea Ever!  By Jimmy Gownley.  

What if the dumbest idea ever turned your life upside down?  Renowned comics creator Jimmy Gownley shares his adventures as he grows from an eager-to-please boy into a teenage comic book artist. This is the real-life story of how the DUMBEST idea ever became the BEST thing that ever happened to him.

El Deafo. By Cece Bell. Color by David Lasky. 

In this insightful and humorous graphic novel memoir, Bell portrays growing up with a giant hearing aid strapped to her chest.  Themes of navigating a new school, sleepovers, finding a true friend, and a first crush make this book universal in appeal. (2015 Newbery Honor Book)
 Eye to Eye: How Animals See the World. By Steve Jenkins. Illus. by the author. 

With a mixture of extraordinary artistry and jaw-dropping creativity, Jenkins has produced a colorful, large-format volume crafted with vivid, cut-paper collages that provide amazing details about the eyes of animals from bullfrogs to buzzards. 

The Great Greene Heist. By Varian Johnson. 

Reformed schemer and middle schooler Jackson Greene comes out of retirement, assembling a top-notch team to pull off Maplewood Middle School's biggest con ever in a fast-paced caper.

Half a Chance. By Cynthia Lord. 

Lucy, with her mother and her photographer father, has just moved to a small rural community in New Hampshire, and with her new friend, Nate, she plans to spend the summer taking photos for a contest - but pictures sometimes reveal more than people are willing to see.  Story of friendship, loss, and self-identity told through the lens of her interest in photography. 
 Hello, I'm Johnny Cash. By G. Neri. Illus. by A. G. Ford.                                                                              This brief overview of Johnny Cash's early life takes him from his harsh but music-filled boyhood to early stardom. Told through intriguing poetry and beautifully expressive illustrations.  

Ice Dogs.  By Terry Lynn Johnson.

Victoria Secord, a fourteen-year-old Alaskan dogsled racer, loses her way on a routine outing with her dogs. With food gone and temperatures dropping, her survival and that of her dogs and the mysterious boy she meets in the woods is entirely up to her. Author, Terry Lynn Johnson, is a musher herself, and her crackling writing puts readers at the reins as Victoria and Chris experience setbacks, mistakes, and small triumphs in their wilderness adventure.

Mysterious Patterns: Finding Fractals in Nature. By Sarah C. Campbell. Photographs by the author and Richard P. Campbell.   A photographic introduction to nature’s shapes and fractal patterns - shapes that are not perfect but change in the same way over and over.  Photographs show where these marvels can be found and clear language will engage readers to be more observant and see the correlation between nature and math.  

Nest. By Esther Ehrlich. 

Chirp's safe, secure home life changes when her mother is diagnosed with a serious disease. As her family works to pick up the pieces, Chirp learns just how much love and friendship can overcome. An emotional story.

Ophelia and the Marvelous Boy.  By Karen Foxlee.

An unlikely heroine, Ophelia Jane Worthington-Whittard, doesn't believe in anything that can't be proven by science. She and her sister Alice are still grieving for their dead mother when their father takes a job in a strange museum in a city where it always snows. On her very first day in the museum Ophelia discovers a boy locked away in a long forgotten room. He is a prisoner of Her Majesty, the Snow Queen, and he has been waiting for Ophelia's help.  As Ophelia embarks on an incredible journey to rescue the boy, everything that she believes will be tested. Along the way she learns about the boy's own remarkable journey to reach her and save the world. A story within a story, this a modern day fairytale about the power of friendship, courage and love, and never ever giving up.

A Snicker of Magic. By Natalie Lloyd. 

 Felicity Pickle, a word collector and poet, hopes Midnight Gulch, Tennessee proves to be a permanent home for her wandering family. She uses her words to restore the town's magic in an endearing story of community. 

Under the Egg. By Laura Marx Fitzgerald. 

Theodora must figure out the puzzle of a painting bequeathed to her by her dying grandfather and enlists her neighbors for help. A fun middle grade mystery.  

The Whispering Town. By Jennifer Elvgren. Illus. by Fabio Santomauro. 

During WWII, a Danish family and their village help hide a Jewish family from the Nazis until they can safely escape. The artwork's graphic-novel quality enhances the story.
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Author





Title   
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Ackerman 




Night Crossing

Babbitt





Tuck Everlasting

Blume 





Tales of a 4th Grade Nothing

Bunting 




Train to Somewhere

Byars 





My Dog, My Hero

Christopher 




The Catcher's Mask

Cleary 





Ralph S. Mouse

Clements 




Jake Drake, Class Clown

Clifford 




Help! I’m a Prisoner in the Library 

Clements




Frindle

Coville





 Space Brat

Dahl 





The BFG, Charlie and the Chocolate Factory

deClements 




Fourth Grade Wizards

Delton 





Angel in Charge

DiCamillo




Tale of Despereaux

Eager 





Half Magic

Gannett




My Father’s Dragon

Giff 





Lily’s Crossing

Gutman 




Honus and Me

Howe 





Bunnicula

Hurwitz 




Class Clown, Hot and Cold Summer

Ibbotson 




Dial-A-Ghost

Kaye 





The Ordinary Princess

Ketchum 




Orphan Journey Home

L’Engle




A Wrinkle in Time

Levy 





Frankenstein Moved in on the 4th Floor

Lowry 





All About Sam , The Giver

McDonald 




Mrs. Piggle-Wiggle

MacDonald 




Judy Moody

Martin 




The Doll People

McKenna 




Fourth Grade is a Jinx

Mochizuki 




Baseball Saved Us

Napoli 




Prince of the Pond

Naylor 




The Boys Start the War

Norton





The Borrowers

Palacio, R.J.




Wonder

Paterson




Bridge to Terabithia

Pinkney 




Silent Thunder

Pinkwater 




The Hoboken Chicken Emergency

Polacco




Pink and Say

Prelutsky 




A Pizza the Size of the Sun

Sachar





Holes

Scieszka 




Time Warp Trio

Silverstein 




Falling Up

Smith 





Chocolate Fever

Spinelli 




Fourth Grade Rats

St. George 




So You Want to Be President

Tanaka 




On Board the Titanic

Wallace 




A Dog Called Kitty, Blackwater Swamp

White 





Stuart Little, Charlotte’s Web
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Websites for Kids and Their Parents        

Education World – The Educator’s Best Friend

2013 Reading list for Gr. 4 with book photos and brief descriptions

http://www.educationworld.com/a_lesson/2013-summer-reading-list/grade-4.shtml
Favorite Books for Fourth Graders

http://imaginationsoup.net/best-books-9-year-olds/
Compiled by Mrs. A. Petrilli


Millington School Library Media Specialist


June 2015
Clipart from http://www.mycutegraphics.com/graphics/school/classroom/girl-classroom-librarian.html
CLASSIC AND CONTEMPORARY FAVORITES


in our Library
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